Kettle Creek

Conservation Authority

Full Authority Agenda

April 15, 2020 KCCA Admin Centre 10:00 a.m.

This meeting will be held immediately following the April 15, 2020 Special Meeting to consider changes
to KCCA’s Administrative By-Law to allow for electronic meetings in accordance with the Minister’s
Direction. The recording and draft minutes will be posted to KCCA’s web site on April 16, 2020. It can
be viewed by the public at the following links:

Youtube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsRj8PQR0Oy41BlosTZ84yhQ
Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/KettleCreekCA/

Audio/Video Recording Notice
“Board members, staff, guests and members of the public are reminded that the Full Authority Board/Committee meeting is being
recorded, and will be posted to the Authority’s web site along with the official written minutes. As such, comments and opinions
expressed may be published and any comments expressed by individual Board members, guests and the general public are their own,
and do not, represent the opinions or comments of the Full Authority and/or the KCCA Board of Directors.

The recorded video of the Full Authority meeting is not considered the official record of that meeting. The official record of the Full
Authority meeting shall consist solely of the Minutes approved by the Full Authority.”

Introductions and Declarations of Pecuniary Interest

Hearing Board

Minutes of Meetings

a) February 12, 2020 Full AUThOrity MEETING ...cccvveiciiieeiee ettt ettt e ae e e raeeaeas 4

b) February 19, 2020 Annual GeNeral MEETING .......c.eeecieeiiiee ettt e e rtte et e e e reeeeaae e s ree e 10
Recommendation: That the minutes of the February 12 Full Authority Meeting and the
February 19, Annual General Meeting be approved.

Matters Arising

A) IMEAIA REPOIT .ottt ettt ettt e et e et e e e tb e e s beeeetbeesabeeebaeesabeeebaeeassaesabaeesaseesasasesaeesnseeanns 17

b) April Watershed CONGITIONS ........cccuiiiiieeiiie ettt ettt et et e e e te e esbae e sreeeeaaeesabeesbaeesareeenns 30

c) Elgin Clean Water Program 2019 Year ENd REPOIT ......coovieiiieeiiieeciee ettt st vee e 32

d) MECP Consultation on CA ACt - UPate ......ccccueiiiieeeiieeeiee ettt etee e stteeevee e ve e s veeevaeesnee e 36
Recommendation: That the Staff Reports under Matters Arising a) through d) be received.

e) Kettle Creek Dog Park Agreement RENEWA ........ccueeecveiiiiieiiee ettt ree e eaae e e vee e 39

Recommendation: That the Kettle Creek Dog Park Agreement be renewed for another five
year term.
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Correspondence
a) From Conservation Ontario Re: Comments on the Drainage Act Discussion Paper Feb. 18,2020....42
b) From Municipality of Central Elgin to Minister Yurek Re: Conservation Authorities Feb. 25, 2020...46

c) From City of London Re: 2020-2023 Multi-Year Operating Budget March 3, 2020 ...................... 47
d) From Conservation Ontario to Minister Yurek Re: Minister’s Direction March 27, 2020............. 49
e) From MNRF to KCCA Re: Operating Funding April 1, 2020 .......cceeeeuieeviieiiieeieeecieeeieeesveeesvee s 50

Recommendation: That the correspondence be received.

Statement of Revenue and Expenses

New Business

a) COVID-19 EMPIOYEE PlIaN.....eeiiiiieeciee ettt ettt ettt s e e tae e st eeta e e sate e sataeesaseesasaeenaeesnsaeanes 51
Recommendation: That the staff report on the COVID-19 Employee Plan be received;
AND THAT the General Manager be directed to implement the employee plan as outlined
in the staff report.

b) COVID-19 Programs and SErviCeSs Plan ..........cciccuiieiieciie ettt ettt ttee e et e e e e e e s e neeeeeeanes 53
Recommendation: That the staff report on the COVID-19 Programs and Services Planning
be received;

AND THAT the Chair and Vice Chair be delegated to make any required decisions on
facilities opening or closing or program continuation before the next scheduled Full
Authority meeting based on the information provided in the staff report.

c) CO Guidance: Enforcement of Public Safety and Security Order .........cccceevveeeceeecieeccieeeciee e 60

d) CO Guidance: Procedure Regulating Permit HEaring.........ccoueveeciieiecciiee e 62
Recommendation: That Conservation Ontario’s guidance on the Enforcement of Public
Safety and Security Order, and the guidance on Procedures Regulating Permit Hearings be
received.

e) Kettle Creek Clean Water INITIatiVe .....cveeicicveie ettt et eeabae e e eaareeeen 64
Recommendation: That Project 20-01 be supported through the Kettle Creek Clean Water
Initiative for the amount of $3,000.

g) April Planning and Regulations REPOIt.......ccocuiiiieiiiiieeciee ettt e e aree e e e 66
That the March/April 2020 Planning and Regulations Activity Report be received.
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Closed Session

a) February 12, 2020 Closed Session Minutes
b) Section 28 Violation Update (V18-003)

c) Section 28 Violation Update (V19-003/004)
d) Section 28 Violation (V20-001/002)

e) Section 28 Violation (V20-003)

f) Litigation or Potential Litigation

g) Litigation or Potential Litigation

Up Coming Meetings
Full Authority Meeting May 20, 2020 KCCA Administration Centre  10:00 a.m.




Kettle Creek

Conservation Authority

Full AuthOl‘ity MinuteS February 12,2020

A meeting of the Full Authority of the Kettle Creek Conservation Authority was held on
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at the Administration Centre.

Members Present:
Dominique Giguére
Grant Jones

Bill Mackie

Steve Peters

Joe Preston

Ralph Winfield

Members Absent:
Dennis Crevits
Stephen Harvey
Elizabeth Peloza
Linda Stevenson
Alison Warwick

Staff Present:
Michael Buis

Jennifer Dow

Joe Gordon

Jeff Lawrence
Marianne Levogiannis
Betsy McClure

Scott Pinnell

Kathleen Sebestyen-Scott
Rob Lindsay

Elizabeth VanHooren

Guests:

Scott Trevors
Jim Frederick
Pat Prodanovic

Audio/Video Record Notice

Township of Malahide
Southwold Township

City of London

City of St. Thomas (Alternate)
City of St. Thomas

City of London

Central Elgin
Middlesex Centre
City of London
City of St. Thomas
Thames Centre

LWCA Coordinator

Water Conservation Supervisor

Assistant Manager/Supervisor of Planning and CAs
Forest and Soils Supervisor

Public Relations Supervisor

Stewardship Program Supervisor

Maintenance Coordinator

Financial Services Supervisor

DWCA Coordinator

General Manager/Secretary Treasurer

Graham Scott Enns
Graham Scott Enns
GHD Group

Grant Jones called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and read the following statement:

Board members, staff, guests and members of the public are advised that the Full Authority



Board/Committee meeting is being video/audio recorded, and will be posted to the Authority’s

web site along with the official written minutes. As such, comments and opinions expressed may
be published and any comments expressed by individual Board members, guests and the general
public are their own, and do not represent the opinions or comments of the Full Authority and/or

the KCCA Board of Directors.

The recorded video of the Full Authority meeting is not considered the official record of that
meeting. The official record of the Full Authority meeting shall consist solely of the Minutes

approved by the Full Authority.

Introductions & Declarations of Pecuniary Interest

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.

Hearing Board

There was no Hearing required.

Minutes of Meeting

FA28/2020
Moved by: Ralph Winfield
Seconded: Joe Preston

That the minutes of the January 23, 2020 Full Authority meeting be approved.

Matters Arising

a) February Watershed Conditions Report
FA29/2020

Moved by: Bill Mackie

Seconded: Steve Peters

That the February Watershed Conditions Report be received as information.

Correspondence

FA30/2020

Moved by: Joe Preston
Seconded: Dominique Giguére

That the correspondence be received as presented.

Carried

Carried

Carried
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2019 Audited Draft Financial Statements

a) 2018 Audited Financial Statement (staff report)
b) Audit Finding Letter
c) Draft Financial Statements

Scott Trevors and Jim Frederick from Graham Scott Enns presented the results of the audit. As
noted in the Audit Finding Letter the auditors did not identify any significant matters to be
brought to the attention of the Board. No correcting entries were required. The Audited
Financial Statements will be presented at the Annual General Meeting on February 19, 2020 for
adoption.

FA31/2020
Moved by: Ralph Winfield
Seconded: Dominique Giguére

That the Audit Finding Letter be approved.
Carried

New Business
a) Dalewood Dam Hazard Potential Classification Report
Pat Prodanovic, hydrotechnical engineer from GHD Group presented the findings and key

recommendations of the Dalewood Dam Hazard Potential Classification Report and answered
guestions from members.

FA32/2020
Moved by: Ralph Winfield
Seconded: Joe Preston

That the Dalewood Dam Hazard Potential Classification Report be received.
Carried

b) 2020 WECI Submission — Dalewood Dam

FA33/2020
Moved by: Ralph Winfield
Seconded: Joe Preston

That staff prepare applications for the Water and Erosion Control Infrastructure program for a
Geotechnical and Slope Stability Assessment of the Dalewood Dam and a second application for
repair and safety measures around the Dalewood Dam with the total budget impact for both
projects not to exceed $65,000.

Carried
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c) Draft 2020 Budget - Updated

Staff presented a final draft of the 2020 Budget. Minor adjustments were made to reflect the
2020 amortization rate and better reflect comparisons to 2019 actuals. This was a last
opportunity for members to ask questions; no questions were received. The 2020 Budget will be
presented for final consideration at the Annual General Meeting on February 19, 2020.

FA34/2020
Moved by: Bill Mackie
Seconded: Steve Peters

That the staff report on the 2020 Budget be received.
Carried

c) MECP Multi-Stakeholder Consultations on Conservation Authorities

Staff reviewed the format for the upcoming Multi-Stakeholder Engagement Consultation being
coordinated by the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) in London February
14, 2020. Members were provided a backgrounder that included key messages.

FA35/2020
Moved by: Bill Mackie
Seconded: Ralph Winfield
That the staff report on the Multi-Stakeholder Consultation be received.
Carried
d) February Planning and Regulations Activity Report
FA36/2020
Moved by: Steve Peters
Seconded: Dominique Giguere
That the February 2020 Planning and Regulations Activity Report be received.
Carried
Closed Session
The Closed Session meeting began at 11:01 a.m.
FA37/2020
Moved by: Joe Preston
Seconded: Dominque Giguére
That the Full Authority move to Closed Session to discuss Legal, Personnel or Property matters.
Carried
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FA38/2020
Moved by: Steve Peters
Seconded: Joe Preston
That the Full Authority revert to Open Session and Report.
Carried

The Open Session resumed at 11:25 a.m.

a) January 23, 2020 Closed Session Minutes

FA39/2020
Moved by: Bill Mackie
Seconded: Ralph Winfield

That the minutes of the Closed Session meeting of the Full Authority of January 23, 2020 be
approved.

Carried
b) Litigation or Potential Litigation
No report.
c) Litigation or Potential Litigation
FA40/2020
Moved by: Steve Peters
Seconded: Dominque Giguere
That staff proceed as directed on a legal matter.
Carried
d) Property Matter
No report.
e) Legal Matter
No report.

Upcoming Meetings
The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting to be held at the St. Thomas Public Library
on February 19, 2020 starting at 9:30 a.m.
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FA41/2020
Moved by: Ralph Winfield
Seconded: Dominque Gigueére

That the meeting adjourn at 11:30 a.m.
Carried

(1) £
I L
(7:‘/%(/&, aliir i, //ﬂ///* —
Elizabeth VanHooren Grant Jones

General Manager/Secretary Treasurer Vice Chair
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Kettle Creek

Conservation Authority

Full AuthOl‘ity MinuteS February 19, 2020

The Year 2019 Annual Meeting of the Kettle Creek Conservation Authority was held on
Wednesday, February 19, 2020 at 9:37 a.m. at the St. Thomas Public Library.

Members Present:

Dennis Crevits Central Elgin

Dominique Giguére Township of Malahide

Stephen Harvey Middlesex Centre

Bill Mackie City of London

Elizabeth Peloza City of London

Joe Preston City of St. Thomas

Alison Warwick Thames Centre

Ralph Winfield City of London

Members Absent:

Grant Jones Southwold Township

Linda Stevenson City of St. Thomas

Staff Present:

Jennifer Dow Water Conservation Supervisor
Michael Buis LWCA Coordinator

Tim Chapman Lead Hand

Jessica Kirschner Resource Assistant

Marianne Levogiannis Public Relations Supervisor
Betsy McClure Stewardship Program Supervisor
Scott Pinnell Maintenance Coordinator

Jeff Lawrence Forestry and Soils Supervisor
Rob Lindsay DWCA Coordinator

Aaron Root Forest and Lands Technician
Kathleen Sebestyen-Scott Financial Services Supervisor
Elizabeth VanHooren General Manager/Secretary Treasurer

Ms. VanHooren noted that the election of officers had occurred at the First Full Authority
Meeting of the year. Mr. Stephen Harvey was elected as Chair and Mr. Grant Jones as Vice Chair.
She then turned the meeting over to Mr. Harvey, who called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m.

Audio/Video Record Notice




The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and read the following statement:

Board members, staff, guests and members of the public are advised that the Full Authority
Board/Committee meeting is being video/audio recorded, and will be posted to the Authority’s
web site along with the official written minutes. As such, comments and opinions expressed may
be published and any comments expressed by individual Board members, guests and the general
public are their own, and do not represent the opinions or comments of the Full Authority and/or
the KCCA Board of Directors.

The recorded video of the Full Authority meeting is not considered the official record of that

meeting. The official record of the Full Authority meeting shall consist solely of the Minutes
approved by the Full Authority.

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.

Chair’s Remarks

The Chair introduced 2020 Board Members and warmly welcomed partners and supporters. The

Chair spoke of the various challenges faced in 2019, specifically around water. However, he also

spoke to conservation authoriti egKCCAInR03d% | i ency ar
including the implementation of rain gauges with funding from the RBC Foundation and wetland

creation projects with funding from Environment

Thef ul | t ext of istattachedChai r’' s remar ks

General Business

a) Presentation of 2019 Financial Statements

Mr. Scott Trevors presented a brief explanation of the Financial Statements.

AM1/2020
Moved by: Dennis Crevits
Seconded: Elizabeth Peloza

That the Year 2019 Financial Statements be adopted as presented.
Carried
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b) Presentation of the 2019 Annual Report

Ms. VanHooren presented the 2019 Annual Report. Ms. VanHooren noted various projects that
were included in the report including the restoration of two decommissioned lagoons at the
Port Stanley Sewage Lagoons into wetland habitat, projects undertaken by the Environmental
Youth Corps and the creation of an invasive plant management program to mitigate and control
the spread of invasive species on Authority lands.

AM2/2020
Moved by: Joe Preston
Seconded: Bill Mackie

That the Year 2019 Annual Report be adopted as presented.
Carried

c) Presentation of the 2020 Budget and Municipal Levy
A preamble to the budget and levy vote was read by Ms. VanHooren as follows:

To provide conformity with legislation and regulations governing approval of Conservation
Authority levies:

1. The proposed Year 2020 Levy and Apportionment for KCCA was circulated by registered
mail to member municipalities on November 21, 2019, in order to provide a minimum 30
day notice to budget and levy approval on February 19, 2020. There is a 3.0% averaged
levy increase over 2019 levels or 529,318.00.

2. A recorded vote will be taken, with each member responding either “For” or “Against”
the motion. The motion carries or is lost, according to the total of weighted votes
assigned to each board member. This weighted vote is based upon the Modified Current
Value Assessment apportioned to that portion of each municipality within the
jurisdiction of the KCCA watershed.

2. The 2020 levy and budget approved by the Board will be circulated by registered mail to
participating municipalities on February 20, 2020, who if not satisfied, may appeal to the
Mining and Lands Commissioner by March 31, 2020. Thereafter, no appeals are allowed
and the Year 2020 budget and levy will be final.

AM3/2020
Moved by: Ralph Winfield
Seconded: Alison Warwick

That the 2020 Budget of the Kettle Creek Conservation Authority be approved as presented;

That the member municipalities be assessed for payment:
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Matching Levy $426,279.25

Non-Matching Levy $496,390.94
Special Levy S 83,907.98
Total General Levy $1,006,578.17

And that each member n20GeheliLepydd calculated ssings har e of t he
“ M afidd Current Value Assessment.
Carried

By Regulation, a recorded Vote was taken for Year 2020 Levy and Budget Approval. In the event
that not all of a municipality’s member (s) are j
only their proportion of the municipal weighting in the voting.

The vote carried with 79.7% of the weighted vote present.

AM3/2020 Recorded Vote

pe oF 0 Dpposed Abse

Bill Mackie 16.67 |

Elizabeth Peloza 16.67 |

Ralph Winfield 16.66 | ¢

Joe Preston 16.11 °

Linda Stevenson 16.11 °
Dennis Crevits 9.01 |

Grant Jones 4.45 °
Alison Warwick 1.60 | o

Stephen Harvey 1.92 | o

Dominique Giguére 0.80 | »

Total 100 100

Special Presentation

a) Staff Recognition

The Chair recognized Rob Lindsay, Dalewood Conservation Area Coordinator for five years of
service.

b) Perry Clutterbuck — Kettle Creek Environmental Trust

Ms. VanHooren recognized Perry Clutterbuck as a founding member of the Kettle Creek

Environmental Trust. Mr. Clutterbuck was a driving force behind the creation of the Trust and
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remained an active trustee until his resignation in late 2019. The Trust began with a small
endowment of $10,000 and now has assets just over $321,000. Mr. Clutterbuck graciously
accepted.

Guest Speaker: Pete Zuzek

Pete Zuzek, of Zuzek Inc., a world renowned coastal geomorphologist provided an overview of

recent studies investigating the impact of current and future lake levels on the shoreline within

the Lake EriebasinMr.Zuzek’' s presentation is attached.

Following the presentation, the Chair asked guests to remain and continue to engage with each
other and Mr. Zuzek. The Chair thanked Riggs Engineering and Graham, Scott Enns for
sponsoring the meeting.

AM4/2020
Moved by: Alison Warwick
Seconded: Dennis Crevits

That the meeting adjourn at 10:54 a.m.
Carried

(/%/, A /z/u// —

s

Elizabeth VanHooren Stephen Harvey
General Manager/Secretary Treasurer Chair
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Chair’s Remarks 2018 Annual General Meeting

Stephen Harvey
February 19, 2020

It is my pleasure to welcome you to KCCA's Annual €
of gratitude to our many partners and supporters in the room today - all important to our success and

the concerted effort to make our local watershed a healthier, happier and greener place to work and

play. Thank you.

I would like to take a moment and introduce the members who are present today.

Dennis Crevits Municipality of Central Elgin
Dominique Giguere Township of Malahide
Grant Jones Township of Southwold,
Bill Mackie City of London
Elizabeth Peloza City of London
Joe Preston City of St. Thomas
Linda Stevenson City of St. Thomas
Steve Peters City of St. Thomas (alternate)
Alison Warwick Municipality of Thames Centre
Ralph Winfield City of London
Today we pause .. two months into a fresh new decade

to look back on a challenging year.

And if | could sum up 2019 in one word it would be..
that you have the right amount, at the right time, and of the right quality. In 2019, we had too much

water, at the wrong time and the programs and services that CAs have developed in partnership with

our municipalities and the province ..to ensure the
and erosion continued to be evaluated for their effectiveness.

Normally the watershed receives about7 6 mm of rain in a month ... I n the f
watershed received 100 mm of rain.. completely satur
campgrounds, on sites and on roads — making it impossible for Lake Whittaker and Dalewood to open its

doors on May 1 and cost us the premier camping weekend of the year — Victoria Day Long Weekend.

Financially, the wet spring cost the Authority approximately thirty to forty thousand dollars in self-

generated revenue.

Lake Erie itself was at an all-time highf or most of 2019 .. 178®odtresng a r ec oOr (
above chart datum on June 22, 2019. At this height, Port Stanley and the Lake Erie shoreline areas were

at a higher risk of flooding due to storm surge. Our Port community and shoreline faired far better than

others in the western portion of the Lake Erie basin —but it was never the less a trying time for marina

owners and residents of Port Stanley who often saw water levels fluctuate by 5-12cm over the course of
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day depending on wind speed and direction. The change in water level from the beginning to the end of
June was 10cm, which is five times higher than normal.

Then, on April 12, 2019 KCCA —along with the other 35 conservation authorities in the province - were
advised by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) that the Transfer Payment that
directly funds flood management programs was being reduced by half —a financial impact of $58,000.
To compensate for the loss — KCCA made the difficult decision to not replace the GIS/IT Supervisor that
was open due to a resignation. The position was created just a few years earlier to facilitate updated
floodplain and hydrology mapping —moving the Authority towards open-data and a digital-first
approach to programs and services.

But,CAsar e known for their resiliency. We've had good
Foundation contributed $15, 000 to empower <citizens
assistance, KCCA was able to purchase rain gauges that landowners throughout the watershed will

monitor - filling in data gaps to better inform flood forecasting. Over 20 landowners are interested in

collecting rain data. Internet cameras are also being installed at key locations in the watershed so that

flood waters can be safely monitored.

We received funding from Environment and Climate Ch
wetland creation projects in our watershed over the next three years. Four wetland projects were

completed in 2019. An additional 30 BMP projects that will improve habitat conditions and water

quality across Elgin County were funded by the Elgin Clean Water Program, a program KCCA administers

on behalf of the Elgin CAs with funding from Elgin County and the Green Lane Community Trust Fund.

And as we work with the Province, through comprehensive consultation on the proposed changes to the

Conservation Authorities Act, Ontario’s Special Adyv
that, “the devel opme n tlicyio®ntariolthe wateshddapproac,theo o d pl ai n po
conservation authority model, and the flood standar
The report went on to make 66 recommendations .. 15

that the province should work to update technical guides to support CAs in their delegated provincial

responsibilities. It promotes that all levels of government work with Essex and Lower Thames Valley

Conservation Authorities to undertake strategies to address the impacts of flood and erosion hazards on

Lake Erie. And finally, it highlighted, CA’'s integr
that the province should support CAs and municipalities to create natural green infrastructure like

wetlands and forests.

And on that point, we have traCgnsemeaffiudh Repaecdte. .
report that outlined the authority’s purpose .. it w
i nto being because ambdfthé ecessitgdtd cargy dut suppleankenkary measures a w

such as reforestation, proper woodlot management, and prevention of pollution and recreation.

Conservation Authorities were created on a watershed scale, to work in cooperation with our member

municipalities, the province and our many stakeholders to help protect life and property from the power

ofwater-by respecting it enough to care about how it c:
vision —and look forward to a new decade of conservation.
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Kettle Creek

Conservation Authority

SWWDFNLQY 2FRROIVBIWR DWLRQ DXWKRULWLH

%\:HQG\ %XWENR@ ULEXWRU
7KX )HE Yu ®PLQ UHDG

JLUVW FDPH W KMH [GIHIDRIHHY RI VSULQJ UDLQ RQ VQRZ
OHYHOV URVH VHYHQ PHWHUV DERYH QRUPDO

7KHQ FDPH GH¥WUREWQRRQ WQGWRGDUV PRUH WKDC
DQG EXVLQHVVHY GDPDJHG EH\RQG UHSDLU D PDQ
HQJLQHHU DQG WZR SDVVHQJHUV NLOOHG DV DQ RY
WKH VFHQH GURZQHG ZKHQ D EULGJH FROODSVHG D

7KLV ZDV LQ LQ /RQGRQ 2QW ZKHUH XQUHJIXOD
7KDPHV 5LYHU ZDWHUVKHG KDG GHVWUR\HG IRUHVW
VWULSSHG ODQGVFDSH FRXOG QRW DEVRUE WKH GH

1RZ &RQVHUYDWLRQ $XWKRULW EHE/XSUHYH R RZ VOXF®.
IXWXUH LV LQ GRXEW DV VRPH GHYHORSHUV2 ®FD Q
WKH SURYLQFLDO JRYHUQPHQW LQGLFDWHV LW LV C

&RQVHUYDWLRQ DXWKRULWLHV &$¥ EDVH ® Q Q@QWQW /U
ERXQGDULHYV UDWKHU WKDQ SROLWLFDO ERXQGDUL
WHUVKHG FUHDWH &%V LQ RUGHU WR VKDUH WKH FR
TXDQWLW\ EHQHILWWLQJ IDUPHUY DQG ORFDO UHVI

TKURXJKRXW WKH V IDUPHUV FRQVHUYDWLRQLV
IRU ZLVHU ZDWHUVKHG PDQDJHPHQW )LQDOO\ LQ
JRYHUQPHQW RI *HRUJH '"UHZ SDVVHG WKH &RQVHUY

W WRRN WKH HYHQ ELJJHU GLVDVWHU RI +XUULLI
HPEUDFH ZDWHUVKHG PDQDJHPHQW +XUULFDQH +D]
FRVW ELOOLRQ LQ FXUUHQW GROODUYV

,Q WKH DIWHUPDWK RI +XUULFDQH +D]HO WKH 2QWL
IORRG SURWHFWLRQ PDQGDWH RI &RQVHUYDWLRQ $
IXQGLQJ WR EX\ DQG KROG ODQGYV WKDW ZRXOG UHC



&$V FRQVHUYH UHVWRUH DQG PDQDJH QDWXUDO U
WDULDQV ZLWKLQ WKHLU ERXQGDULHYV

7TKDQNV WR &RQVHUYDWLRQ $XWKRULWLHV 2QWDUL
VRXUFHY ODQDJHPHQW ,:50 $W D WLPH ZKHQ FOLP
WHU TXDOLW\ DQG TXDQWLW\ LQ GLVDVWURXYV ZD\V
DUH PRUH LPSRUWDQW WKDQ HYHU

'‘HVSLWH WKHLU LPSRUWDQW UROH VRPN LLIKWIHGE HR U
VHOQWHUHVWHG SDUWLHY ZDQWLQJ WR EXLOG LQ I
EHVLGH RU LQ ZHWODQGV

7KH\ DUJXH WKDW VXFK SURWHFWLRQV PXVW EH VZt
KRXVLQJ DQG SHUSHWXDWH D P\ WK WKDW WKHUH LYV
WRZQV DQG FLWLHV IRU PRUH EXLOGLQJ 7KLV DOW
VHW DVLGH PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK ODQGV IRU SURMHF

7KH SURYLQFH VKRXOG LJQRUH WKH FDOOV IRU KRE
-UHVRXUFHG DUHDV RSHUDWH DV ZHOO DV W¥HEWW
VDYH OLYHV SUHVHUYH HFRQRPLF SURVSHFWV DOQC
EXLOG RQ RXU VXFFHVVHV DQG DSSUHFLDWH UDWK
LOQOQRYDWLRQ

'U :HQG\ %XIWMWRGURIHVVRU DW WKH '"HSDUWPHQW RI 3ROLW
5\HUVRQ 8QLYHUVLW\

p TORONTO STAR 4



Shoreline residents warned of
storm surge risk

Weather - Disasters - Ecology
+8 more STAFF

Record high water levels on Lake
Erie and the lack of ice are increas-
ing the risk of storm surge, the Ket-
tle Creek Conservation Authority
warns.

At the end of February, the average
water level in Port Stanley was
174.88 metres, six centimetres
higher than the previous record and
2/ centimetres higher than Febru-
ary 2019, the authority said in a
flood outlook update issued Tues-
day.

“This water level does not account
for any increase in water level due to
storm surge and wind-driven
waves,” the authority said.

Residents who live along the shore
and in Port Stanley are advised to be
on the watch for sustained south-
westerly winds at or above 50 km/h.

CEE)

“Under the right conditions, storm
surge can occur quickly and with
little warning. All shoreline resi-
dents should be aware that wind and
wave action can cause shoreline
erosion, damage to shoreline struc-
tures, and can cause localized
flooding,” the authority said.

Jennifer Dow, water conservation
supervisor with the authority, said
Lake Erie is almost free of ice.

“Open water in Lake Erie means
there is an increased risk of storm
surge,” she said.

Water levels in Lake Erie last month
exceeded the record monthly aver-
age set in the late 1980s, Dow said.

“With spring fast approaching and
summer a few months away, cur-
rent long-range forecasts predict
peak water levels this summer to be

Related Stories

Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair flooding
LTVCA

The Chatham Daily News 3 Mar 2020

Hamilton racing to protect popul
next Lake Ontario flood
The Hamilton Spectator 2 Mar 2020
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similar to those experienced last
year.”

The Catfish Creek Conservation Au-
thority also issued a flood watch
Monday, warning of the possibility
of flooding in low-lying areas
caused by rain and melting snow.
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WE MUST PRESERVE OUR

WETLANDS AND WOODLOTS Wneee

by
RALPH

As our farm operations continue to evolve, we need to use best practices to protect the environment.

ayp

An aerial view of this farmstead shows the desired wind protection by trees at the north end. Previous
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generations planted the initial trees in 1905 when Edmund Zavitz promoted farmstead windbreaks.

Over the last 50 years, we have
removed many fence lines from farms
as many of us no longer need this
tool to limit cattle movement. We
also often square off fields to make it
easier to operate large equipment.

Frequently, this process involves
the draining of wetlands and/or the
removal of woodlots to increase
tillable acreage. In order to make
the land more productive, we often
systematically drain it to allow for
earlier planting and easier harvest.
Many of us recall the frustrating
experience of trying to seed or
combine wet fields,

However, it is not a good idea to
reduce tree cover or drain natural
wetlands. These areas are beneficial,
as they provide refuge for wildlife and
hold back overland water flow during
high rainfall or snowmelt.

Property tax incentives exist for
maintaining woodlots and wetlands.
If well managed with selective
cutting, woodlots can generate a
positive cash flow.

Wetlands create a different set of
issues. If the wetlands are considered

Better Farming January 2020

provincially significant, landowners
are eligible to be taxed at a zero

rate, However, landowners must
complete paperwork each year for
the Conservation Land Tax Incentive
Program (CLTIP).

Land that is eligible for a 100 per
cent property tax exemption under
that designation includes only:
® provincially significant wetlands
® provincially significant areas of

natural and scientific interest
® habitats of endangered species
® lands designated as escarpment

natural areas in the Niagara

Escarpment Plan
® community conservation lands

The land area must be at least half
an acre in size and the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry must
approve eligibility.

Wetlands are established by a
relatively high water table. The
total area might be large, thereby
connecting wetlands in adjoining
properties. If you decide to drain a
wetland, you may face challenges
with your neighbours if those owners
want to maintain their wetlands.

Personal experience

Our 145-acre home farm contains
two areas with provincially significant
wetlands. They are both naturally
occurring because of the lay of the
land. See the profile map on page 57.

The wetland known as the Pitcher
Plant Bog is adjacent to the North-
South Road. This bog has almost
year-round visible standing water.

In 1972, the Ministry of Natural
Resources planted trees around
much of the bog. In one large area,
the ministry interspersed pine and
black walnut trees. The pine trees
stopped the walnut trees from
branching out and becoming
crooked.

The black walnut trees eventually
killed the pine trees, leaving only the
now tall walnut trees. However, the
dead and leaning pine trees are not an
attractive sight!

The pine trees are not large enough
to harvest but our family could have
used them for firewood after 1982,
which was the year the agreement
terminated. Prior to that year, tree
cutting was not permitted.
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HOW IT WORKS

The area is indeed a bog. If you - carefully - jump up
and down on it, you can feel the wave action underfoot.
Previous generations used the area as pasture. My father-
in-law told me about having to rescue a horse that had
broken through the surface.

The second wetland area is directly south of the central
water collection channel for farmland surface drainage
and just north of Kettle Creek, which runs through the
south part of the farm.

Previous generations also used this area as pasture for
many years. The creek was the major water source for the
livestock during those years. This practice is not recom-
mended now as it causes serious stream bank erosion and
pollution.

At present, our family has just over 19 acres of provin-
cially significant wetlands. This acreage is eligible for the
CLTIP.

To maintain eligibility, every year, the landowner must
declare to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
that none of the wetland area has been changed. By the
way, it is advisable to check the taxed acreage each year as
many municipal employees do not know about or under-
stand tax-exempted land areas. The acreage does not
appear on the annual tax bill.

I just went through the hoops and called the Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation to verify our reduction.

Replanting trees

Areas of many farms should be replanted with trees.
Where steep slopes exist, even minimum or zero tillage
will not prevent the occurrence of some erosion. Planting
trees is the answer but the potential economic returns are
long term and many of us cannot foresee economic
recovery in our lifetimes.

In my opinion, the government should consider a tax
exemption on managed forest areas, not just the reduction
of taxes to 25 per cent of the municipal tax rate set for
residential properties.

The present tax rate creates an incentive for landowners
to clear treed areas. Some jurisdictions or municipalities
in Ontario do not have a tree-cutting bylaw to prevent the
clear cutting of woodlots.

Other options

It is noteworthy to see the renewed interest - especially in
the United States - in contour farming. That practice
provides constant elevation areas and paths for cropping.

We are also seeing an interest in the contour placing of
tile lines in larger field arcas with compound slopes. We
should consider contour farming when the geographic
conditions are suitable.

Some of us older folk may remember when sidehill
combines were readily available. The maintaining of
nearly level threshing and cleaning sections of the com-
bine is not new technology. One of the early combine
manufacturers in California recognized the need for a
hillside combine over 100 years ago.

Some of the newer rotary combine technology has

Two BILLION TREES

ano COUNTING
— The Legacy of Edmund Zavitz —

Joun BACHER
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Every Ontarian should read
Two Billion Trees and Counting.

reduced the need for specially built combines in Ontario.
Please do not plant and harvest crops up and down
hills. This practice encourages soil erosion.

Conservation authorities

Many conservation authorities in Ontario work with
landowners to encourage the maintenance and creation of
wetlands. Conservation authorities may also supply and
plant trees. Both activities help prevent flooding and
erosion, and also maintain the desired landscape of
Ontario.

People are covering many acres with buildings and
pavement every year. These actions contribute to an
increased peaking of water-flow events in our creeks and
rivers.

Dams can control peak flows. However, natural control
using wetlands and tree cover should be an integral part of
Ontario’s water and erosion control program.

As relatively large landholders, we should support the
actions of conservation authorities.

Some of us are old enough to remember Hurricane
Hazel in 1954. Many conservation authorities still use that
event as a standard to which they compare peak rainfall or
water-flow events,

I still have pictures of the extreme flooding events that
occurred in the Holland Marsh after Hurricane Hazel's
arrival. Growers had to remove tractors from the Holland
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Marsh after the water receded and
then totally rework the machines
before starting them. Transmissions
and crankcases were filled with water.

At the same time, many homes and
businesses in the Humber and Don
River Valley areas of Toronto were
destroyed. Fortunately, officials did
not permit rebuilding in those valley
areas.

In addition to water erosion, wind
erosion can also occur.

In the early 1800s, when people
cleared significant acreages for
farming or logging, wind erosion
created very serious issues in Ontario.
Many wind-erosion prone areas of
the province were virtually stripped
of topsoil. Much of the lighter or
sandy soils were literally moved into
fencerows, leaving no soil in fields for
growing crops.

The reforestation of at least
boundary areas was critical to saving
our most valuable asset — our produc-
tive topsoil.

If you want an interesting read,
please pick up a copy of Two Billion

Trees and Counting: The Legacy of
Edmund Zavitz by John Bacher. It is
available from many bookstores and
also online. Zavitz spent his life
actively promoting tree planting
across Ontario to prevent soil erosion
by wind and water after the removal
of significant tree cover by settlers,
wind and fire in the 1800s and early
1900s,

Sparks from steam-powered trains
that travelled across Ontario in the
1800s ignited many forest fires. And
settlers used lumber to build houses
and barns on their newly cleared
farmsteads.

Conclusions
We must support our local conserva-
tion authorities as they work to
prevent flooding and erosion by
operating dams, creating wetlands
and planting trees, Conservation
authorities also control construction
in floodplain land areas.

If you look down at the bank along
a waterway, you will see the effects of
erosion over the years. BF

HOW IT WORKS
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This profile map of our family
farm shows wetlands, tree cover
and Kettle Creek that runs through
the southerly part of the farm.
Fortunately, previous generations
pastured most of the steep slopes
rather than clearing them.

Ralph Winfield is a retired professional
engineer, farmer and technical writer.




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Provincial Flood Management Strategy Recognizes the Broader Approach
Needed to Manage the Impacts of Flooding in Ontario

Newmarket OM (March 9, 2020) Ontario’s Flooding Strategy, just released by the
Province in response to the Flood Advisor's 2019 Report, reinforces a commitment to
protect people and property from the devastating and costly impacts of flooding.
Conservation authornties (CAs) welcome the coordinated approach the Province
proposes to build across ministries and in partnership with municipalities and CAs.

“We agree that an important aspect of managing the risk of flooding here in Ontanio is
building a multFministry approach. In addition to natural hazards management,
Ontarians need activities such as infrastructure support, planning policy and regulations,
as well as water monitoring in order to effectively address and reduce flooding impacts,”
said Kim Gavine, General Manager of Conservation Ontario. Conservation Ontario
represents the 36 conservation authorities who play a key role in Ontario’s flood
management system.

The Flooding Strategy also calls for the update of existing natural hazard technical
guidelines used to support municipal and conservation authority implementation of flood
programs and activities which has been a key request of consernvation authorities in
consultations.

“There are a lot of important activities identified in the Flooding Strateqy which we
strongly support such as updating floodplain mapping, increasing public access to
current and timely information, as well as better understanding the risks of flooding.

However, one piece of the puzzle that is missing is the discussion around resources,”
Gavine points out. “Cutting natural hazards provincial funding to consenvation
authorities in 2019 is very problematic and challenges many CAs and their
municipalities to make up for the loss of revenue.”

The cost of reducing flooding has to be shared. Ontario needs a funding formula which
enables a mix of sk planning, watershed management, infrastructure updating and
EMEergency response.

More floods, higher damage costs and increased business and utility disruptions are
inevitable. Gavine says the Flooding Strategy signals that the Province understands the
hardships that flooding can create for residents, government and businesses.



“Conservation authorities want to continue to support the Province as they have for
many years. It makes good business sense to rely on CA flood management expertise
and the watershed approach to deliver services and programs which make conservation

authorities a very cost effective partner.”

For more information:
Kim Gavine, General Manager, Conservation Ontario
905.895.0716 ext 231 (Cell) 905.251.3268 kgavine@conservationontario.ca

Jane Lewington, Marketing & Communication Specialist
905.895.0716 ext 222 (Cell) 905.717.0301 jlewington@conservationontario.ca

conservationontario.ca

Conservation
ONTARIO
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Ms. Kim Gavine

General Manager

Conservation Ontario
kgavine(@consernvationontario.ca

Dear Ms. Gavine:

I am very pleased to advise you that our government has released Protecting People

The safety of the public and the protection of our communities is our number one
priority. The flooding that impacted extensive areas of the province in the spring of 2019
was a reminder that communities all around Ontario are vulnerable to these frequent,
naturally occurring events. We know that we can't prevent flooding—we can only
become more resilient when it occurs.

Ontario's Flooding Strategy introduces a series of new and enhanced actions that will
reduce flood risks and make our province better prepared for flooding events, better
equipped to respond to them, and more capable of recovering from them quickly. We
have been working across government to strengthen our approach to flooding in the
province. This will ensure that our actions are well-coordinated and as effective as

possible in protecting people and property.
The Strategy has been developed after public consultations and also draws on the

expert advice of Doug McMeil, Ontario’s Special Advisor on Flooding, whose counsel
our govemnment sought following the 2019 floods.

Increasing resiliency to flooding is a shared responsibility. All levels of government,
Indigenous communities, conservation authorities, landowners, the agricultural
community, industry and non-govemment organizations all have a role to play.

| look forward to continuing to work with you on this vital matter.

Sincerely,

John Yakabuski
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry






