
ANNUAL 
REPORT2021



2021 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

Grant Jones, Chair
Township of Southwold

Alison Warwick, Vice Chair
Municipality of Thames Centre 

Dennis Crevits
Municipality of Central Elgin

Dominique Giguère 
Township of Malahide

Stephen Harvey
Municipality of Middlesex Centre

Jim Herbert 
City of St. Thomas

Bill Mackie
City of London

Elizabeth Peloza
City of London

Steve Peters 
City of St. Thomas

Ralph Winfield 
City of London

2021 STAFF

Elizabeth VanHooren
General Manager/ 

Secretary Treasurer

Mike Buis
Jennifer Dow
Joe Gordon

Jessica Kirschner
Brandon Lawler

Jeff Lawrence
Marianne Levogiannis

Rob Lindsay
Betsy McClure
Scott Pinnell

Kathleen Sebestyen-Scott 

Once again due to the pandemic, 
we find ourselves unable to hold 
our Annual General Meeting in 
person. A year ago we were still 
reeling from the constant change 
that COVID-19 brought to our daily 
lives and adjusting to the new 
normal: working from home, virtual 
meetings and other public health 
measures.
 
Today we keep moving forward – 
accepting these changes as our new 
normal.
 
This past year, conservation 
authorities began to implement 
changes to the Conservation 
Authorities Act outlined in Ontario 
Regulations 686/21 and 687/21. 
The regulation directs authorities 
to categorize their programs and 
services into mandatory programs 
such as flood forecasting and 
non-mandatory programs and 
services such as stewardship 
services. If a conservation authority  
intends to continue to deliver non-
mandatory programs and services 
with municipal levy, member 
municipalities and CAs will need to 
implement a levy apportionment 
agreement by January 1, 2024. KCCA 
began to prepare by developing a 
Transition Plan and an inventory of 
programs and services that will help 
guide discussions moving forward. 
These documents are now available 
on KCCA’s website – and progress 
towards January 1, 2024 will be 
tracked and posted on our website.
 
Kettle Creek Conservation Authority 
is dedicated to watershed-wide 
programs and services that improve 
the health of the watershed and 
protect life and property from 
natural hazards. This integrated 
watershed approach and 
collaboration is the true benefit of 
conservation authorities.

 

In 2021, a grant from the National 
Disaster Mitigation Fund assisted 
KCCA in updating flood hazard 
mapping in Port Stanley, a flood 
damage centre. This mapping will 
allow the authority to help build 
resiliency in the community from 
the effects of climate change. It is 
a great example of how multiple 
levels of government and local on-
the-ground agencies such as CAs 
can work together to prepare for 
the future.
 
I would also like to acknowledge our 
various funders. Whether it was a 
private donation like the gift from 
the Estate of Donna Vera Bushell 
that resulted in significant changes 
to our Dalewood Reservoir trail, a 
new water trail and art installation 
on our properties or funds from 
Ducks Unlimited to create three 
wetland cells at our Administration 
Centre – they all demonstrate 
the power of collaboration and 
community.

As I close my year as Chair, I want 
to thank my colleagues on the 
Board of Directors, our member 
municipalities, funders, various 
user groups, stakeholders and 
most importantly our staff. I am 
proud to work alongside these 
individuals who all bring important 
contributions to the work the 
Authority does on behalf of the 
watershed. We continue to build a 
better future together.

Grant Jones
Chair

A Message from the Board Chair



KCCA issued 44 permits and 42 site clearances, totalling 86 
permissions under Ontario Regulation 181/06. KCCA issued all 
permits within 21-days of receipt of a complete application – 
meeting the provincial service standard by 100%.

20 flood messages 
shared with the 

watershed community

1,114mm 
2021 average total 

rainfall, an 8.2 percent 
increase from 2020

New manual log lifting system 
and steel logs installed at the 

Dalewood Dam

Max daily rain of 92.5mm 
recorded in the Upper Kettle 

Creek subwatershed on 
September 22, 2021

Installation of armour 
stone for bank protection 

at Dalewood Dam

9.5m max water level and 
186.13 CMS max flow in 

Kettle Creek on 
September 23, 2021

Planning & 
Regulations

Flood Forecasting

Tree Planting
45,350 2,605

Seedlings 
planted in the 

watershed
in 2021

Trees sold 
through 

Greening 
Communities 

Stewardship
Received $36,280.93 in funding from the Great 
Lakes Local Action Fund to create and restore 
wetland habitat in the Kettle Creek watershed.

Hosted a five-part webinar series for the 
agricultural community, in partnership with 
neighbhouring CAs, focused on soil health and 
reducing phosphorus inputs to Lake Erie with 
support from the Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs. 

KCCA partnered with neighbouring CAs to host 
a Western Lake Erie Student Summit for 14 
high school classes from across the Western 
Lake Erie basin. The Summit helped students 
develop personal connections with Lake Erie and 
the connecting watersheds and provided the 
opportunity for classes to present their calls to 
action through video submissions.

Environmental
Monitoring
Received $9,215 in funding from Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada to classify 15 municipal drains. 
20 species of fish were identified, including one 
sensitive species, the Golden Redhorse. 

GIS
Staff acquired SWOOP 2020 

(aerial photography) to enhance 
watershed mapping.

1.5
Hectares of
phragmites
controlled 
on KCCA 

properties 
and private 

lands in 
2021

European Buckthorn,   
Tartarian Honeysuckle, 

and European Black 
Alder are the most 
abundant invasive 

woody species 
along the Dalewood 

Reservoir

3
Invasive 

Phragmites 
management 

projects 
undertaken  

with land 
owners in the

watershed

Invasive Species

Three wetlands cells created 
at Bucke Conservation 

Area adjacent to KCCA’s 
Administration Centre with 

funding support from Ducks 
Unlimited, Environment and 

Climate Change Canada 
and the Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation 
and Parks. 

Kettle Creek 
Environmental Youth 
Corps planted 1,000 

wildflower plugs at the 
Port Stanley Lagoon 

Restoration site and 160 
shrubs adjacent to the 

newly created wetlands at 
the KCCA Administration 

Centre.

Completed updated 
floodplain mapping in 

Port Stanley using 1D and 
2D modelling, surveying 
and LiDAR with funding 

from the National Disaster 
Mitigation Program.

512
Large stock trees 

planted with 
local community 

groups



Campgrounds

2,299

2,822

2,386

watercraft 
rentals

campsites
booked

first time 
visitors

day use
passes sold

974 181
Kilometre of new trail created 

at Dan Patterson CA with 
support from the Government 

of Canada’s Healthy 
Communities Initiative

Feet of 
Dalewood 

Reservoir trail 
refurbished for 
improved use

Structures 
replaced or 

repaired 
along KCCA 

trails

575

Despite the wet weather and COVID-19 
restrictions, KCCA’s two campgrounds had a 
successful season. 

When you camp at Dalewood or Lake Whittaker 
Conservation Areas, you are helping to generate 
funds to support tree planting, stewardship, and 
other local conservation efforts in the watershed. 

Thanks for paying your camping 
forward so the next generation can 
enjoy our great nature!

A pilot project 
offering canoe and 
kayak rentals at the 
Dalewood day use 

area was successful 
with rental rates 
86% higher than 
previous years.

Art, Trees 
& Trails

Artwork was installed at Dalewood and Dan Patterson 
Conservation Areas as part of the Art, Trees & Trails project.  In 
partnership with the St. Thomas-Elgin Public Art Centre, five 
high quality reproductions were installed featuring the work of 
Clark McDougall.



2021 
Financial 
Statements

2021 Revenues

2021 Expenditures

Our 2021
Donors and 
Partners
Thank you to the following for their 
financial and in-kind donations to Kettle 
Creek Conservation Authority in 2021.

ALUS Middlesex • Bruce Dalke • 
The Canada Healthy Communities 
Initiative Funded by Canada • 
Case Hoffer • City of London • City of 
St. Thomas • Doug Tarry Limited • Ducks 
Unlimited • Eilleen Moxley •  Elgin Clean 
Water Program • Elgin County • Elgin 
St. Thomas Community Foundation • 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
• Estate of Donna Bushell • Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada •  Forests Ontario • 
Forever Legacy Foundation • Green Lane 
Community Trust Fund • Janet Taylor 
•  Jill Earnhardt •  Joan Mansell • John 
Hofhuis • Judith Hope • Kathryn Collier • 
Kettle Creek Environmental Trust • Kettle 
Valley Pioneers • Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs • Ministry of 
Northern Development, Mines, Natural 
Resources and Forestry • Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks 
• Municipality of Middlesex Centre •  
Municipality of Thames Centre • National 
Disaster Mitigation Program funded by 
Public Safety Canada and Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing • Northern 
Caskett • Ontario Power Generation • Port 
Stanley and Community 55 Plus • 
Susan McConnell • Susan Monaghan •  
TD Friends of the Environment 
Foundation • Thames Valley District 
School Board • Township of Malahide 
• Township of Southwold • Water and 
Erosion Control Infrastructure Program • 
William Vanzanten

Please notify our office of any errors or omissions. 

Full Audited Financial Statements availalbe at kettlecreekconservation.on.ca
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